
Excursions round
the Tihany peninsula

and its vicinity



Dear Guests
Please allow us to invite you to a pleasant trip. Tihany and its

surroundings offer countless sights, many of them still waiting
to be discovered. To this end do we invite you - and await you
fondly - to this peaceful and friendly country.

Our first stop is the Tihany peninsula. The picturesque loca-
tion, the geological curiosities, the historical landmarks, the
botanical and zoological rarities of the only peninsula of Lake
Balaton attract nearly a million tourists each year. Its landscape
has been shaped by volcanic forces millions of years before.
Remains of craters formed Lake Inner and Lake Outer, both
above the level of Lake Balaton itself. Archeological findings
uncovered in the area of the peninsula demonstrate that it has
been inhabited since the Prehistoric Age. The forebear to today's
town of Tihany was founded in the Middle Ages when King
Andrew I. had the royal burial grounds and the monastery
above it built in 1055. He populated the monastery with
Benedictine monks, thereby starting the life of the Benedictine
abbey. The monastery, converted into a castle during the
Ottoman Wars in the 16th–17th centuries, was destroyed but has
been rebuilt in the 18th century in baroque style and to this day
stands on the eastern pinnacle above Lake Balaton as the ancient
symbol of Tihany. A few years back Benedictine monks have
once again become the owners of the baroque abbey and pre-
servers of the Benedictine Abbey Museum.

Beyond the geological curiosities, the peninsula is also host to
rare plants and animals and the peninsula is the first to have been
declared a landscape-protection area in Hungary and is being over-
seen by the Directorate of the Balaton National Parks. Countless
hiking opportunities present themselves: the Monk Lodgings, the
Goldhouse, and the Kiserdõ hilltop - the list goes on.

The settlement is home to about 1400 residents who live off
of tourism either directly or indirectly.

Tihany is a gem of not only Lake Balaton but of Hungary itself,
one that offers interesting sights in every season. Its major attrac-
tions are the historical and cultural memories and programs con-
nected to the abbey, as well as its unique natural surroundings
combined with the recreational possibilities offered by the lake.

Museums and Exhibitions in Tihany

· Doll Museum, Visszhang u. 4. Tel: 87/448-431
Museum and Church of the Benedictine Abbey,

· I. András Sqr. 1.  Tel.: 87/538-200
· Waxwork of Hungarian Kings and Pirate Museum, 

Kossuth u. 35. Tel.: 30/946-8220
· Marzipan Museum, Batthyány u. 17.
· Outdoor Folk Museum, Pisky sétány 12. Tel.: 87/714-960
· Hungarian History (Audiovisual spectacular) 

Postaköz 1. Tel.: 30/864-8373



Tihany



Notable programs in Tihany:

Whitsuntide Fair Whitsuntide
Lavender Festival June
Concerts in the Abbey July - August
Horse show July
Folklore Nights July - August
Summer Theater of Tihany July - August
Vintage Days September
Garda Festival Oktober
Advent Days December

Leaving the headland, our way leads to Aszófõ, the small vil-
lage (pop. 357) situated in the left bay of the peninsula. The set-
tlement had been a serf-village of the Benedictian Abbey of
Tihany since the 11th century and has a history dating back sev-
eral centuries, witnessed by relics such as the ruin of a 13th cen-
tury church in Kövesd. It had been destroyed twice by the
Ottoman Army in the 16th century and has been repopulated
only in the 18th century. The inhabitants used the thin and rocky
soil for viniculture and fructiculture which to this day remain the
main source of income of the village. The temple of St Ladislas
was built 1832-1834 in classicist style. Further sights of interest are
the house under Petõfi Street 10. and old row of vaults in the
nearby Vörösmáli accommodation road. The vaults, scheduled as



monuments, consist of a wine-press house and a stave-domed
storage area and have handsomely laced facades. Aszófõ's border
is a nature reserve. Tourists yearning for tranquility fancy this
lovely village accessible by multiple routes.

Right in the neighborhood of Aszófõ lies Örvényes. The settle-
ment, currently counting 174 residents, has been inhabited since
Roman Times. Records from the Middle Ages put it as a property
of the Abbey of Tihany and in 1092 it was mentioned among the
ancient settlements. The village has had a church since as early as
the 1200's and has also long been a village with a mill - charters
from the Árpád-dynasty mention the watermill of Örvényes. The
stream Pécsely, falling into Lake Balaton, operated four water-
mills. One of these, built in the18th century in rustic style, is cur-
rently on view in its scenic location with all its inner equipment
still intact. The small miller's room inside houses an exhibition on
ethnology and folk craft. Also a scheduled monument is the two-
arch stone bridge, built in the 18th century in baroque style and
adorned by the statue of St John of Nepomuk.

The deserted village was resettled in 1733 with German
families from Rhineland Palatinate. Viniculture and wine
trade provided a livelihood for the populace, something that
is to this day characteristic for the village. Its open and free
beach attracts many visitors to the intimate little village.

Our next stop is Balatonudvari-Fövenyes (pop. 320), near
Tihany and 10kms from Balatonfüred. During the Middle Ages
the village had been a property of the Abbey of Tihany, the
Bishop and the Chapter of Veszprém. Its catholic church from
the 13th century is a national monument today. A unique sight
of the village is the cemetery with its heart-shaped headstones
from between 1800 and 1850, compelling a lot of travelers to
drop by. The people of the village made a living from fishing,
reed-cutting, livestock-farming and wine-growing. The small
local gallery and regional history compilation provide curiosi-
ties for those interested in the rural life. The place is a popular
holiday resort as its beaches, camping sites, wines and cultural
programs appeal to many. Fövenyes (former Kilián estate) is sit-
uated 2kms from Balatonudvari and had been brought to life by
the growth of the bathing life of Balaton.

Dörgicse, situated in a picturesque valley north of
Balatonudvari, is a place definitely worth a trip. The three
Dörgicses: Alsó, Felsõ-, and Kisdörgicse, despite forming a single
township from an administrative viewpoint, have retained their
separated character over the centuries. The first charter men-
tioning Dörgicse originates from as early as 1082. Historical
remains of temple ruins and foot-stones of dwelling houses first
piqued the interest of archeology experts but have since become
one of the most frequented sights of the place. Out of the four
functional churches three are evangelical and the fourth is
catholic. Its famous wines, monuments and natural endow-
ments attract numerous visitors.
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The northernmost stop of our trip, Mencshely (pop. 300),
lies along the road running between Zánka and Nagyvázsony.
Three steeples draw attention to the village. Sources from the
15th century put it as an exclusively nobiliary settlement. Its
medieval church was rebuilt in 1791. After the failure of the
independence war in 1849, wife and children of Lajos Kossuth
went into hiding at the local evangelical cleric's. At the top of
the hill Halom stands the Lajos Kossuth lookout-tower. Two of
the manor-houses from the 18th century are Ódor Hall under
Kossuth St. 20 and Balassi Hall. Viniculture plays an important
role in their life to this day. One of the village's curiosities is the
lace-work produced here.

Óbudavár belongs to the smallest settlements of Hungary
with its population of 62. It offers a scenic view of the north-
ern tip of the Nivegy valley, halfway between Zánka and
Nagyvázsony. The catholic church in the middle of the village,
an authentic replica of which can be found in the outdoor
museum of Szentendre, forms a harmonious unit with the sin-
gle street of rustic farmhouses. A charter from 1413 lists it as
property of the chaplain of Óbuda under the name
'Budavary', which has been named Óbudavár since 1753. The
peaceful surroundings of the place guarantee a pleasant time.

Leaving Óbudavár and turning to the south, we come up
to Szentjakabfa. Established at the base of Bánkõ Hill, the vil-
lage is another one of the small settlements in the Nivegy val-
ley. It lies surrounded by tended vine hills and 80 acres of
unbroken woodland. In the elder days, the whole valley was
royal domain populated by royal people. The first written ref-
erence to Szentjakabfa can be found in a charter from 1306. It
was burnt down by the Turks in 1548 and stood desolate from
1553. A slow repopulation started in 1753 when the bishop
had roman catholic settlers brought over from Bavaria. The
local government formed following the change of regime was
transformed into a german minority local government with
the purpose of preserving the traditions of the village and
relaying the exemplary virtues of the ancestors.

Further along the Nivegy valley, we find Balatoncsicsó at
the base of Fenyves Hill, 2kms from the road connecting
Zánka and Nagyvázsony. The village of 180 souls lies sur-
rounded by beautiful vine hills. 15–20% of the inner area real
estates serve recreational purposes. Main source of income for
the small village nested among forest-clad vine hills and
mounds are grapes and wine, which are being grown on over
150 acres with most famous of them being the sheeptail ('juh-
fark'). The village, first being mentioned in 1272, saw German
settlers arrive in the 18th century. The township assimilated
the deserted areas of the four settlements from the Árpád-age:
Árokto, Herend, Szentbereckfa and Szent Balázs-falva. Their
church ruins remained to us as relics, all four surviving in dif-
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ferent conditions. The most spared of these, the one on St
Blaise Hill, was partially restored in 2001–2002.

Szentantalfa, the geographical and administrative center
of the Nivegy valley, is home to 406 residents. Situated on
the downs, its former significance is proven by the three
churches built in the 18th century which ensure the reli-
gious life for the catholic, reformed and evangelical popu-
lace. These days followers of the Church of Nazarene form
the majority, due to their solidarity and diligence a self-sup-
porting community house was raised and is being operated.
The unique geographical, climatic and soil conditions of the
valley promote viniculture and wine production.
Szentantalfa acts as a central hub for winery in the region;
in 2001 through joint effort the Zánka-Nivegy-valley Wine
Route Association was called to life.

Before leaving the Nivegy valley let us make one last stop
at the village of Tagyon, wedged into the Balaton-Highland
and guarding the southern entrance of the valley. A mere
4kms away from Zánka and the shores of Lake Balaton, the
village is part of the Balatonfüred-Csopak wine district. It is
guarded from the west by the Hangyás crest and surrounded
by well-looked-after vineries and juniper fields. Most of its
borderlands lie within the Balaton-Highlands National Park.
The village first appears in documents from 1292 and is,
according to some sources, named after its once proprietor.
The populace (currently counting about 100 souls) is predom-
inantly of catholic faith, the manor had the roman catholic
church built in 1764. The residents have for centuries made a
living from viniculture and wine production.

We hope that you enjoyed the trip and we may see you as
our guest in the region another time!
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Sights of the region:

Tihany:
– Benedictine Abbey from the 11th century and

it museum
– Reformed church and belfry
– Outdoor museum
– Doll museum
– Waxwork of Hungarian Kings and Pirate

Museum
– Marzipan museum
– Church ruins of Apáti and Újlaki

Aszófõ:
– Temple of St Ladislas from 19th century
– Church of Kövesd from 18th century
– Press-houses of the Vörösmáli vineries

Örvényes:
– Watermill
– Two-arch stone bridge of St John

of Nepomuk
– Roman church

Balatonudvari:
– Heart-shaped headstones, cemetary
– 13th century roman catholic church
– 18th century reformist church
– Udvari Gallery

Dörgicse:



– 13th century church ruin of Kis-Dörgicse
– 11th century church ruin

of Felsõ-Dörgicse
– 13th century monastery ruins

of Alsó-Dörgicse
– Part of Balaton-Highland National Park

Mencshely:
– Kossuth memorial plate,

evangelist church
– Kossuth lookout
– Ódor Hall
– Balassi Hall

Óbudavár:
– 19th century church
– Mosóház-spring

(under national protection)
Szentjakabfa:

– 18th century catholic church
– Remains of church wall and baptizing basin

from the Árpád-age
Balatoncsicsó:

– Ruins of roman church on St Blais hill
– 18th century catholic church

Szentantalfa:
– Churches from the 18th century
– Restored farmhouses
– Catholic church

Tagyon:
– catholic church
– hikes to Hegyestû



Balatoni Regionális Marketing
Igazgatóság 
8230 Balatonfüred, Blaha L. u. 2.
Tel.: 06 87/342-801
Fax: 06 87/342-871
E-mail: balaton@itthon.hu 

Alsóörs (szezonális: 06. 15. – 08. 31.) 
8226 Strand sétány 1.
Tel./Fax: 06 87/575-000
E-mail: alsoors@tourinform.hu 

Badacsony
8261 Park u. 6.
Tel./Fax: 06 87/431-046
Tel.: 06 87/531-013
E-mail:
badacsonytomaj@tourinform.hu 

Balatonalmádi
8220 Városháza tér 4.
Tel./Fax: 06 88/594-080
Tel.: 06 88/594-081
E-mail: balatonalmadi@tourinform.hu 

Balatonboglár
8630 Erzsébet u. 12–14.
Tel./Fax: 06 85/550-168
E-mail: balatonboglár@tourinform.hu 

Balatonföldvár
8623 Kõröshegyi út 1.
Tel./Fax: 06 84/540-220
E-mail: balatonfoldvar@tourinform.hu 

Balatonfüred
8230 Kisfaludy u. 1.
Tel.: 06 87/580-480
Fax: 06 87/580-481
E-mail: balatonfured@tourinform.hu 

Balatonkenese
8174 Táncsics M. u. 24.
Tel./Fax: 06 88/594-645
E-mail: balatonkenese@tourinform.hu 

Balatonvilágos
8171 Aligai út 1.
Tel./Fax: 06 88/446-034
E-mail: balatonvilagos@tourinform.hu 

Fonyód (szezonális: 06. 15. – 08. 31.)
8640 Vigadó tér 1.
Tel./Fax: 06 85/560-313
E-mail: fonyod@tourinform.hu 

Gyenesdiás
8315 Kossuth u. 97.
Tel./Fax: 06 83/511-790
E-mail: gyenesdias@tourinform.hu 

Hévíz
8380 Rákóczi u. 2.
Tel.: 06 83/540-131
Fax: 06 83/540-132
E-mail:
heviz@turinform.hu

Keszthely
8360 Kossuth u. 28.
Tel./Fax: 06 83/314-144
E-mail:
keszthely@tourinform.hu 

Révfülöp
8253 Villa Filip tér 8/B
Tel./Fax: 06 87/463-092
E-mail:
revfulop@tourinform.hu 

Siófok
8600 Víztorony Pf. 75
Tel./Fax: 06 84/315-355; 06/84-310-117
E-mail:
siofok@tourinform.hu 

Tapolca
8300 Fõ tér 17.
Tel.: 06 87/510-777
Fax: 06 87/510-778
E-mail:
tapolca@tourinform.hu 

Tihany
8237 Kossuth L. u. 20.
Tel./Fax: 06 87/448-804
Tel.: 06 87/538-104
E-mail:
tihany@tourinform.hu 

Vonyarcvashegy
8314 Kossuth L. u. 42.
Tel./Fax: 06 83/348-253
Fax: 06 83/548-021
E-mail:
vonyarcvashegy@tourinform.hu 

Zalakaros
8749 Gyógyfürdõ tér 10.
Tel./Fax: 06/93-340-421
E-mail:
zalakaros@tourinform.hu

Zamárdi 
8621 Kossuth u. 16.
Tel./Fax: 06 84/345-290
E-mail:
zamardi@tourinform.hu 
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